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OPINION 


Clinton not 
prepared for 
White House 

When Hillary Clinton 
announced her run earlier 
this year, I assumed she 
had it in the bag. Though I 
had no intention of voting 
for her, I knew the odds were in her favor. 

She is a moderate Democrat with experience, 
and she already had name recognition. I beleived 
Clinton would be our first female president. 
-PAGE 3 



ENTERTAINMENT 


Star Wars 
keeps fans in 
anticipation 

May 25, 1977 and May 
19,1999; these dates hold 
the same significance in 
the sci-fi world. They are 
the release dates of both 
“Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope” and “Episode 
I: The Phantom Menace.” Just like these dates, 
the release of “Episode VII” will invite a whole 
new generation to experience “Star Wars.” 

“Star Wars Episode VII: The Force Awakens” hits 
theatres on Dec. 17, and the sci-fi community will 
go through yet another major shift. 

- PAGE 5 



FEATURES 


JCJC student 
makes it to 
the big screen 

During the summer, 
sophomore Brayden 
Hodge, had the 
opportunity to be in the 
“Free State of Jones.” The 
movie is based on farmer Newt Knight, portrayed 
by Matthew McConaughey, who sides with 
Southern slaves against the Confederacy. 

After Hodge’s mother discovered the ad for 
auditions, he decided to get involved. A week 
after applying, Hodge received an email that he 
made it through the first round of cuts. 
-PAGE 4 



SPORTS 


Bobcat 
basketball is 
on a roll 

Basketball season is 
well underway, and both 
the men’s and women’s 
teams are certainly 
dominating the court. In 
the second home game for both teams, the Lady 
Bobcats fell a little short, which now makes their 
record 2-2, but on the other hand, the men’s team 
showed absolutely no remorse as they went out 
and dominated the court against the visiting 
Itawamba Indians. 

- PAGE 6 

Bobcat Search! 

Hidden somewhere in the 
paper is this Bobcat. When 
you find it, take a picture 
and post it as a reply on our 
Bobcat Press Facebook post 
and win a t-shirt! 





www.bobcatpress.com 


Are campuses safe? 

National campus safety statistics create 
conversation about college security 


Marianna Lunsford 

NEWS EDITOR 

In 2013, the last year data was 
available, at least 27 shootings occurred 
on or near college campuses. 

Recently, these statistics have struck 
close to home. On Aug. 28, Mississippi 
State University officials received a tip 
that a man on the campus Drill Field 
was making homicidal and suicidal 
comments. 

MSU sent out a Maroon Alert stating 
that an active shooter was on campus. 
Minutes later, officials apprehended 
Fhu-Qui Nguyen, an MSU freshman 
from Madison. Nguyen was unarmed, 
and no shots were fired during the 
incident. All students and staff were 
safe and unharmed. 

Unfortunately, this was not the 
case at Delta State University on the 
morning of Sept. 14, when Dr. Shannon 
Lamb opened fire on fellow colleague 
Dr. Ethan Schmidt. 

It is impossible to mediate weapons 
with thousands of students and faculty 


see SAFE page 9 


Do you feel safe 
on campus?* 



* from an on-campus survey 



JCJC instructor Tim Morris locks his classroom door before the start of class. 

Some instructors on campus have made this task a habit. Students pictured in the 
background are Collin Smith and Kayla Hepkins. Photo by Hayden West 



The Most Beautiful’s Top Five are, left to right, Savannah Walters, Erin Miller, Most 
Beautiful Kayte Avera, Katie Files and Kaitlin Sellers. Photo by Hayden West 

Avera crowned JCJC 
2015 Most Beautiful 


Alexis Melendez 

STAFFWRITER 

The Jones County Junior College 
Most Beautiful Pageant was held Nov. 10 
in the M. P. Bush Fine Arts Auditorium, 
where 20 contestants competed for the 
crown this year. 

Erin Miller was chosen as first 
alternate to Most Beautiful. Freshmen 
Katye Avera, Northeast Jones High 
School’s former Most Beautiful, was 
chosen as Most Photogenic and JCJC 
Most Beautiful 2015. 

“I honestly did not think I had a 
chance, but when they started calling 
the top five, I thought maybe I actually 
do have a chance at winning this,” said 
Avera. 

The evening started with a 
performance from JC Jazz followed 


by the parade of contestants and the 
introduction of the emcee, LeighAnn 
Pacific. Jones OnStage entertained the 
audience during the judges’ deliberation 
time and intermissions, and Joe Mauldin 
provided piano accompaniment for 
the individual modeling portion of 
competition. 

JCJC alumna and Mississippi State 
University graduate LeighAnn Pacific 
served as the mistress of ceremonies 
for the evening. Pacific is no stranger 
to the pageant industry; she competed 
in the Miss Mississippi Pageant as Miss 
Riverland and Miss Red Carpet City. 

“It was a privilege and an honor (to 
return to JCJC). I am so glad I was asked 
to emcee, and it was great seeing some 
familiar faces. I would love to come 

see CROWNED page 10 


Blood drive 
to be held for 
JCJC student 

Carter Poister 

STAFFWRITER 

Reece Stringer, a Jones County 
Junior College freshman, was recently 
diagnosed with a form of cancer 
called T-cell Acute Lymphoblastic 
Lymphoma. 

The holiday blood drive will be 
held in support for 
Stringer and will 
take place Dec. 2 in 
the P.E. Building/ 

Fitness Center from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Donors will 

receive a free 
hunting t-shirt 
while supplies last, 
and the Jones County Cattlemen will 
be grilling hamburgers for all who 
donate. 

The blood drive committee would 
like to thank those who donated at 
the last blood drive, as it was a great 
success. It’s also just in time for 
another donation from any donor 
who didn’t donate “doubles.” 

Beverly Clark, senior donor 
representative for United Blood 
Services, emphasized the importance 
of the drive. 

“It’s the largest one before the 
holidays,” she said. “We’re really going 
to rely on the blood collected at JCJC 
to get us through the holidays.” She 
predicts that almost 90 donations will 
be made. 

To keep lines to a minimum, it’s 
very important that donors make 
an appointment to donate. Please 
make an appointment online at www. 
bloodhero.com (sponsor code: JCJC). 



Reece Stringer 
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'A Jingle Jazz Christmas' set for Dec. 3 


Carter Poister 

STAFFWRITER 

The holiday season has 
officially begun and people 
are already setting up 
their trees and Christmas 
decorations. 

For those who are already 
making Christmas plans, 
one event to consider is 
A Jingle Jazz Christmas 
coming Dec. 3. 

Jones County Junior 
College will provide 
Christmas music through 
performances by JC Jazz 
Band, directed by Jeff 
Cannon, and the select 
vocal ensemble, JC Voices, 
directed by Dr. Susan 
Smith. 

The evening’s 

performances will also 
benefit the Salvation Army’s 
Angel Tree program. 

JCJC has had a long¬ 
standing relationship 
with the Salvation Army. 
In the past, faculty and 
staff would gather toys 
for children who would 
otherwise have a Christmas 
without presents. 

Recently, the college’s 
method of donating has 



JCJC students from JC Jazz and JC Voices pose for a picture to invite the public to bring an unwrapped toy and attend “A 
Jingle Jazz Christmas” on Thursday, Dec. 3. Pictured in the front row, left to right, are Lydia Meyers of Laurel, Phebe Tisdale 
of Laurel, Kacie McGowan of Laurel, Ashley Adams of Laurel, and Katie Hovan of Chalmette, Lou.; back row, left to right, 
Devin Boothe of Lucedale, Allen Boleware of Ellisville, Victoria O’Quin of Meridian, Bryce Kinzer of Gautier and Jordan 
Sanders of Ellisville. Photo by Teresa McCreery 


changed, by expanding to 
include students and those 
who live in the community. 
Last year, Dr. Smith and 


Jeff Brown, the director 
for Jazz Band at the time, 
decided to provide a 
learning experience for 


their students, so the 
instructors brought their 
groups together to perform 
and learn with one another. 


Ultimately, they created 
an event that also benefited 
the Toys for Tots charity 
that year. The 2014 Jingle 


Jazz Christmas received 
a full house, and many 
hope this year will be no 
different. 

“It’s a great program that 
helps teach our students to 
be benevolent and give at 
this time of year,” said Smith. 
“So many of our students 
are on scholarships, and 
they receive a lot from 
those in the community; so 
we’d like to remind them 
that they need to give back 
as well to those who may 
be not as fortunate.” 

Student attendance is 
encouraged, but everyone 
is welcome. The show 
begins at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 3 in the 
Advanced Technology 
Center, and admission is at 
least one unopened toy to 
donate to the Angel Tree 
program. 

Toys for children ages JO- 
12 are preferable, as these 
are hardest to come by, but 
all toys are accepted and 
appreciated. 

“It’s a great way to benefit 
others because you get to 
bring a toy, and you know 
it goes to a family in need,” 
said Victoria O’Quin. 


JCJC Concert choir to hold Christmas 
concert at First Baptist December 6 


Caroline taylor 

STAFFWRITER 



Painting instructor Paula Pierce stands next to her work in 
the Eula Bass Lewis Gallery. Photo by Hayden West 

JCJC instructors 
present art show 


The Jones County Junior 
College concert choir 
will present its annual 
Christmas Concert Dec. 
6 at 6 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church in Laurel. 

This year, they will 
perform a range of 
selections including John 
Rutter’s “Gloria,” K. Lee 
Scott’s “’Round the Glory 
Manger,” Alice Parker and 
Robert Shaw’s “O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel” and John 
Rutter’s “What Sweeter 


On Dec. 4, the Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society will 
reveal two sculptures 
designed by former Jones 
County Junior College 
students. 

Chip Cooley and Harley 
Purdue designed these 
sculptures during the 2014- 
2015 school year as part of 
a campus-wide contest 
of which they were the 
winners. 

Both artists are excited 
to have something 
permanently installed on 
the JCJC campus. 


Music.” 

The concert will 
also feature three solo 
performances by Lori Guy, 
a highly acclaimed soprano 
soloist from the University 
of Southern Mississippi. 

The headliner will be 
John Rutter’s “Gloria,” 
which is a Latin piece 
written in 1974. The piece 
has three movements and is 
approximately 20 minutes 
long. The hymn begins with 
praises the angels sang at 
the news of the newborn 
Jesus Christ, and carries on 
with more praises as the 


“It feels exciting,” 
said Purdue. “It’s really 
rewarding to have a piece 
of my artwork recruited 
and permanently installed 
on campus.” 

“It’s definitely exciting,” 
said Cooley. “It is the 
first time I’ve designed 
something that’s going to 
be shown for such a long 
time.” 

Both Cooley and Purdue 
were visual art majors 
while at JCJC. It didn’t take 
the artists long to design 
their sculptures. 

“I looked back into 
my sketchbook at the 
monumental drawings of 


score continues. “Gloria” 
will feature a pipe organ, 
timpani and several other 
instruments. 

JCJC concert choir 
director Joel Dunlap said 
the venue and the concert’s 
selection is a must-see. 

“FBC Laurel is a beautiful 
place to sing,” said Dunlap. 
“This year in particular, we 
are singing John Rudder’s 
‘Gloria,’ which will be 
our major work for that 
concert. I first came across 
this piece about 15 years 
ago when I had to conduct 
it for an exam. I began 


sculptures in the middle of 
the ocean. I just drew up 
inspiration from there, and 
it only took me a couple of 
hours to design the statue,” 
said Cooley. 

Purdue drew her 
inspiration from a very 
different place. 

“I got most of my 
inspiration from geometric 
repetition of simple 
geometric forms that can 
be combined to create a 
complex composition,” 
she said. “I just kept what 
I wanted it to look like 
in my head. I didn’t have 
any drawings or sketches 
before I started working on 
the 3D model.” 

Once the artists were 
chosen, and the sculptures 
designed, the problem of 
materials became obvious. 
The management at Laurel 
Machine and Foundry 
donated all materials 
needed to create the 
statues. 

After the items were 
donated, JCJC’s Industrial 
Arts department began to 
work on the fabrication of 
the statues following the 
designs created by Cooley 


studying it, and I have loved 
it ever since. It’s just a great 
work that is great for the 
Christmas season. It’s been 
a few years since Jones has 
been able to perform such 
a big piece, but I think it’s 
about time that we pick 
that back up and explore 
what we can do. The sky 
is the limit. Our choir is 
very capable, it just takes 
confidence and training,” 
said Dunlap. 

Coco Caldwell, a JCJC 
freshman music major and 
choir member, said that the 
choir’s performance of John 
Rutter’s “Gloria” will be one 
for the history books. 

“I am really excited to 
sing Gloria. I can’t wait to 
see the audience’s reaction 
to the length and brilliance 
of this piece by John Rutter. 
I absolutely believe our 
choir is able to perform this 
piece. We are capable of 
focusing on what we need 
to get done and put on a 
show for a great audience at 
FBC Laurel,” said Caldwell. 


and Purdue. 

PTK will reveal the 
sculptures as part of 
their College Project for 
2014. The College Project 
program helps PTK 
maintain its five star status. 
In 2014 they decided 
to explore the theme 
of “Human Expression 
Through the Arts.” This 
allowed for cooperation 
between PTK, Visual Arts, 
Grounds and Maintenance, 
Industrial Arts, Laurel 
Machine and Foundry, and 
the college Administration. 

“Both of the designs were 
created by JCJC students 
who were visual art 
majors and PTK members,” 
said Mark Brown, PTK 
advisor. “Not only will PTK 
members and Visual Art 
students gain a huge sense 
of accomplishment, but 
they will be gratified in the 
fact that their efforts will 
be seen for years to come.” 

The artwork will be 
revealed at the Dec. 4 
chapter meeting. Anyone 
interested in viewing 
the completed designs 
is welcome to attend the 
meeting. 


MORGAN CLARK 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

From Nov. 11 to Dec. 15, 
Paula Pierce and Mark 
Brown will display an 
art exhibit in the Eula 
Bass Lewis Gallery in the 
Visual Arts Building on 
the Jones County Junior 
College campus. Pierce is 
displaying mixed media 
beetle pieces and Brown 
is displaying sculptures 
and assemblages. 

Pierce is in her tenth 
year at JCJC teaching 
Art Appreciation, Art for 
Elementary Teachers and 
Painting. She earned her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree in Art Education at 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi. 

Pierce found an image 
of a beetle in a coloring 
book and decided to 
work with the colors 
and shapes of the bug 
to create something 
different without being 
anatomically correct. 

“I have played around 
with all of these at one 
time or another, but this 
is probably the first time 
I have combined these 
in a process,” said Pierce. 
“To strictly paint a body 
of work can be somewhat 
stressful, but this has 
been therapeutic and fun. 
Several of the images are 
meant to be humorous, 
so I do hope that it is 
enjoyable to look at.” 

Brown teaches Art 


Appreciation, Drawing I, 
Computers in Art, Design 
I and II and 3D Design 
at JCJC. He earned his 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts 
degree with an emphasis in 
sculpture and illustration 
from Mississippi State 
University. He later 
earned his Master’s 
degree in Art Education 
with a studio emphasis on 
sculpture at USM. 

Brown based his 
sculptures and paintings 
on randomly found 
objects and tries to make 
them all fit together like 
pieces of a puzzle. He uses 
unconventional fasteners 
and mediums to create 
his works out of what he 
likes. 

“I paint realistic 
imagery and juxtapose 
them with actual items. 
Although it has been 
explored numerous times, 
I enjoy blurring the lines 
between what is ‘real’ 
and what is rendered 
to look real. I choose 
the items that are used 
within my assemblages 
based on their aesthetic 
characteristics. I prefer 
objects with a bit of visual 
history, such as rust or 
age,” said Brown. 

“To me, my work is 
about the concept of time 
and place. Although my 
work certainly is relevant 
to me, I prefer viewers 
to draw upon their own 
associations to make 

see ART page 10 



A sculpture by former JCJC student Chip Cooley is shown 
during production at the JCJC Industrial Arts department. 

Photo submitted by Mark Brown 



The JCJC Concert Choir is set to perform its annual Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 
6 p.m. at First Baptist Church in Laurel. Photo by Teresa McCreery 


Phi Theta Kappa Rho Sigma Chapter funds 
two student sculptures on JCJC campus 

Billy Loper 

STAFFWRITER 
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Editorial 

Get full story before 
forming an opinion 

Today, we can access almost anything by the touch of 
our finger. From news, to food, to talking to someone 
on the other side of the world, the options are endless. 
Social media has grown especially prominent with 
our generation. We love to post pictures, videos, 
inspirational tweets, etc. and the goal is to get as many 
people to see the post as possible. 

A recent phenomenon is the videoing of “police 
brutality.” The videos usually consist of law enforcement 
removing someone from their household, car or even 
school with excessive force; such a video went viral last 
month. On Oct. 26, a video of a Spring Valley High School 
student being thrown from her desk and arrested was 
posted. The hashtag #assaultatspringvalleyhigh became 
the number one trending topic on Twitter that night. 

The question to ask is, what happened before the 
video started? What most of these videos don’t show are 
the events prior to the police having to become forceful, 
and what little we do see is just bits and pieces of the 
whole story. Technology is powerful, and if we are to 
use it to share a story, let’s show the story in its entirety. 

It’s possible the officer asked the girl to come with him 
before the video started, as the teacher had previously 
instructed her to leave the class. But we will never know 
what happened moments before the officer forcefully 
grabbed the student from her desk because no one felt 
the need to video it. The Radionian is not defending his 
actions, but we are saying if people had been provided 
all the information, then it would be easier for a viewer 
to formulate a more knowledgeable opinion of the 
events of the day. 

The Radionian understands that with journalism, 
it’s important to stay objective and show both sides 
to every story, allowing the viewer or reader to form 
their own opinions based on the evidence provided. 
This objectivism would be helpful for people to apply to 
videos on social media. 

Knowing more information about why these incidents 
happen could change our opinions of the entire story. 
So, the next time we see a video that has the caption 
“police brutality,” let’s do our homework before we jump 
to conclusions based off a few seconds of the whole 
story. 


We encourage freedom of speech. 
Write a Letter to the Editor. 

Your letter may be no more than 500 words, must 
be signed, and include an address and phone 
number. 

Mail your letter to The Radionian, JCJC, 900 South 
Court Street, Ellisville MS 39437 
or bring by McClellan Hall, Room 117. 
Deadline for letters is the 15th of every month. 

Opinions are not necessarily those of The 

Radionian, and they do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the college. The Editor reserves the 
right to reject submitted materials and may edit 
any materials used in The Radionian. 


First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States 

Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 



Clinton not prepared for White House 


PURELY 

POLITICAL 

by Jacob 

Blesse 


When Hillary Clinton 
announced her candidacy 
earlier this year, I just 
assumed she had it in the 
bag. Even though I had 
no intention of voting for 
her, I knew the odds were 
stacked in her favor. 

First of all, she is a 
moderate Democrat with 
quite a bit of experience 
in the political ring, which 


is appealing to a wide 
segment of the population. 
Secondly, she already had 
name recognition. For 
many, the Clinton name 
brings to mind a fond sense 
of nostalgia from the ‘90s. 
Finally, Hillary Clinton 
would of course be our first 
female president. 

However, shortly after 
her announcement, a litany 
of scandals and accusations 
severely brought down her 
poll numbers. The incident 
in Benghazi certainly has 
not won her any favorability 
in the Republican party. 


Questionable 
contributions to the 
Clinton Foundation during 
Clinton’s time as Secretary 
of State have many 
questioning who she is 
really working for. 

Most recently, the 
revelation of her personal 
email server, containing 
unencrypted, classified 
information has many 
calling for a federal 
investigation. Before her 
presidential campaign, I 
questioned whether or not 
she belonged in the Oval 
Office. Now I question 


whether or not she belongs 
in the stony lonesome. 

It’s questionable 

how much information 
Secretary Clinton had 
about the Benghazi attack. 
As a result, a recent 
congressional hearing 
found no substantial 
connection between 

Clinton and the death 
of the four Americans in 
Benghazi. 

It is curious as to why 
The Clinton Foundation 
received nearly $2.5 million 


see CLINTON page 9 



Animals should not suffer for our amusement 


MARY KATHRYN LANDRUM 
STAFF WRITER 

What is animal cruelty? 
The Humane Society 
defines animal cruelty as 
either deliberate abuse or 
simply not taking care of an 
animal. 

Some groups such as 
People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals 
(PETA) define cruelty 
much more strictly than 
the general population 
does. They go so far as to 
condemn hunting, horse 


racing and other forms 
of human use of animals 
as exploitation. While the 
majority of the American 
populous is not quite as 
strict as PETA, they do hold 
similar beliefs on more 
extreme cases. One such 
case is the treatment of fair 
and carnival animals. 

Show animals put on 
display by groups such as 
Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) or 4-H Clubs will 
be housed in the best of 
conditions and remain 
perfectly healthy for their 


entire lives. However, the 
animals in some petting 
zoos, animals with genetic 
mutations advertised as 
carnival attractions and 
animals that are given out 
as prizes are treated more 
like objects than living 
things. 

We can all remember 
going to petting zoos as 
children. The excitement 
when a baby goat ate a 
carrot straight out of your 
hand is indescribable, not 
to mention the way you felt 
when you got to see and 


pet an alpaca. However, as 
we grow older, we should 
take a closer look at the 
conditions of the animals in 
the cages. 

Think of a camel, which 
on average grows to be 
around six feet tall at the 
shoulder and between 
600 to 1300 pounds, and 
how it is extremely and 
unnaturally confined in 
a cage that is only about 
five feet in diameter. Or 
consider a once active 
kanga roo in a thre e-foot 
see ANIMAL page 9 


Your mom was right, eat your veggies 
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HEALTHY 
HEARTS 

by Miranda 

Espey 

As children, our mother 
would chastise us, telling 
us to eat our vegetables. 
We all hated it. 

Unless you were that 
child who actually liked 
vegetables, you tried to 
feed your portion to the 
dog or cat at least once. At 
the time, we did not realize 


the major health benefits 
that come from eating 
vegetables, and most 
people still don’t. 

Vegetables are classified 
into different groups: 
above-ground, leafy, 

roots and tubers, and 
miscellaneous. Each group 
has numerous health 
benefits. 

Above ground vegetables 
are also called bulbs, and 
this group includes beans, 
peas, brussel sprouts, 
cauliflower and eggplants. 


The leafy category includes 
items such as kale, lettuce, 
spinach and watercress. 
Roots and tubers are 
vegetables such as 
carrots, onions, asparagus 
and potatoes. The 
miscellaneous vegetables 
do not fall into the other 
categories but hold many 
classifications such as 
gourds or fruit. 

All vegetables have 
certain nutritional values 
such as being low in calories 
and having many vitamins 


and minerals necessary 
for proper bodily function. 
However, leafy greens, the 
vegetables most people 
refuse to eat, are extremely 
important for a healthy 
lifestyle. 

Leafy greens are 
composed of mostly 
water, which is fantastic 
for people who don’t drink 
the amount of water they 
should. Also, these greens 
are a great source of 
fiber, antioxidants, folate, 

see VEGGIES page 9 



How to break up with someone, 'Seinfeld' style 


MATING 

SEASON 

by Ethan 

Davis 


Last month, we talked 
about how you should 
respond when someone 
breaks up with you. Today, 
boys and girls, we will 
discuss how to be the one 
ending the relationship. 

The beginning of this 
process should be obvious: 
check your motivations. Be 
honest about why you are 


breaking up with the other 
person; don’t try to invent 
excuses to make yourself 
feel better. 

Whatever the reasons 
are, good or bad, you need 
to know them. Hopefully, 
you did not enter the 
relationship for a pointless 
reason, such as purely 
physical attraction. 

Think about your 
relationship like a contract. 
You and your partner came 
together and decided to 
pursue and strengthen 
an intimate connection 


grounded by some mutual 
rules. When you end 
a relationship, you are 
essentially terminating the 
contract, and you need to 
know why you feel the way 
you do. 

In practice, treat the 
other person with respect 
regardless of the situation. 
If they deserve it, great! You 
did the right thing. If not, 
it’s the best possible way to 
make them angry because 
you will both know who is 
the better person. 

That honest assessment 


of your motivations now 
comes into play. You need 
to be honest, not brutal 
with the other person. 
Honesty and respect, that’s 
the key. 

That being said, there are 
some practical rules you 
should follow for everyone’s 
benefit. 

Remember when a 
character on Seinfeld would 
try to end a relationship, 
and the others would often 
respond by telling him or 
her they were “way past” 
see SEINFELD page 9 
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JCJC student makes it to the big screen 


Emily Burnett 

STAFF WRITER 

During the summer, 
sophomore Brayden Hodge 
had the opportunity to be 
in the “Free State of Jones,” 
a Civil War movie that takes 
place in Jones County. The 
movie is based on farmer 
Newt Knight, portrayed by 
Matthew McConaughey, 
who sides with Southern 
slaves against the 
Confederacy. 

After Hodge’s mother 
discovered the online ad 
for the movie auditions, 
he decided to get involved. 
About a week after 
applying, Hodge received 
an email informing him that 
he made it through the first 
round of selection cuts and 
might receive a follow-up 
phone call. 

“A few days after, I 
received a phone call from 
the casting directors for 
the movie. They asked me 
to come to Benson Towers 
in New Orleans to get fitted 
for costume and possibly 
sign a contract with the 
movie,” said Hodge. 

Following his costume 
fitting, Hodge officially 
signed a contract to begin 
working in February 2014 
for the “Free State of Jones.” 


“I was chosen to work 
as both a Union and 
Confederate soldier in 
the movie,” Hodge said. 
“Before each scene the 
director came and gave 
me a rundown on what 
he wanted done for that 
scene and exactly how he 
wanted it. He usually went 
around to everyone and 
explained their job for the 
scene unless they were in 
big groups such as battle 
scenes.” 

Being in a war movie 
requires lots of running 
around. While filming 
a scene, Hodge was 
commanded to run on a 
muddy log floor, causing 
him to slip and fall. 

After the February 
filming, Hodge was then 
chosen to stay on set until 
the end of shooting in June. 
Hodge met many people 
during filming, including 
director Gary Ross and 
actors Gugu Mbatha-Raw, 
Keri Russell and Matthew 
McConaughey. 

“I was able to meet and 
talk to these actors almost 
every day. All the main 
actors were very down to 
earth and would talk to 
you as if they knew you 
personally,” Hodge said. 

Hodge also held several 


casual conversations 
with the star of the film, 
Matthew McConaughey. 
Although there was time to 
chat briefly, there are rules 
that all crew members and 
extras must follow. 

“I saw three or four 
workers get fired for 
having a cell phone, trying 
to video and take pictures 
of the set. I also saw an 
extra get into trouble for 
videoing a scene, but the 
crew members took him off 
set before I could see the 
rest; however, I’m assuming 
he was fired because that 
broke our contract,” Hodge 
said. 

Including Hodge, there 
were 12 Jones County 
natives on the set. He shared 
that the director liked the 
idea of having locals on set 
since the movie is based 
here. Hodge also had the 
opportunity to participate 
in a personal interview that 
will be included on the DVD 
features. 

“I completely enjoyed 
this process, and it was 
nothing like I expected, 
but it was very surreal. I 
worked around 25 days on 
set and loved every minute 
of it, and I would gladly do 

it again,” said Hodge. 



Brayden Hodge reenacts a movie pose in an authentic Civil War uniform. Photo by Hayden West 


What goes up 
should stay up 


MINOR 
MISHAPS 

by Christian 

Miller 

As the old saying goes 
“when it rains, it pours,” but 
lately it is literally pouring 
down rain nearly every 
day. Normally, I wouldn’t 
mind the rain since it 
makes for such a great nap 
day, but lately it has caused 
more problems than it has 
solved. 

For example, one night 
while working my usual 10 
p.m. to 2 a.m. shift, the rain 
was really coming down, 
and something caught my 
eye. I looked up to get a 
better visual when I saw 
water pooling in the light 
above me. Naturally my 
first thought was, “I do 
not get paid enough to 
be electrocuted.” My next 
thought was, “Not my light, 
not my problem.” 

The water just kept 


pooling, and began to 
spread to the surrounding 
lights. Of course this is 
not something you want 
to deal with at midnight, 
so I was just hoping and 
praying nothing crazy 
would happen until I was 
safe and sound in my bed 
and off the clock. As I 
returned my attention to 
the latest show I was binge 
watching, a tsunami hit my 
face. 

Not only did the rainwater 
hit me in the face, but 
also the whole gosh darn 
ceiling tile was laid out on 
my desk all soggy and sad. 
Once I wiped my face and 
glasses, I did the only thing 
a sane person would do. I 
burst out laughing. I didn’t 
just chuckle, I laughed an 
obnoxious amount until 
my entire body hurt from 
the force. 

The fact that the ceiling 
tile was missing only made 

see STAYS UP page 8 



Newell to leave Jones after 27 years 



Meri Newell is all smiles as she gets ready for life after 
teaching. Photo by Chase Roberts 


Billy Loper 

STAFF WRITER 

Meri Newell has been 
an educator at JCJC for 27 
years. In the years before 
she found her home here 
at JCJC, she taught at high 
schools in Alabama and 
North Carolina. 

Newell has become 
one of the best-known 
teachers in the fine 
arts program at JCJC. 
In addition to teaching 
a number of music 
appreciation classes, she 
also gives saxophone and 
clarinet lessons to both 
music and non-music 
majors. 

When the Maroon 
Typhoon Marching Band 
performed their final 
football game of the 
season, Newell conducted 
the hymn “Precious Lord 
take my hand” that is 
played at the end of each 
game. 

“It was really sad,” said 
Freshman band member 
Jadon Mathis. “It was 


really emotional for her 
and everyone in the band, 
but you could tell she was 
really enjoying it up there. 
You could tell it was a very 
big moment for her.” 

“It is sad really,” 
said Newell. “Kind of 
bittersweet, but I have to 
say it has been amazing 
to have been doing 
something for 37 years 
and still be excited about 
it today.” 

In her time at JCJC she 
has witnessed JCJC handle 
many world changing 
events. She was here when 
the community pulled 
together in hurricane 
Katrina’s aftermath and for 
the national heartbreak 
that would follow the 
events of 9/11. 

Newell has shared a lot 
of memories with Jones, 
especially the Maroon 
Typhoon Marching Band. 

“I especially remember 
going to Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
with The Typhoon.” said 
Newell. “I grew up ten 


minutes outside of New 
York City, and every year 
my dad would load us up 
and take us to the Macy’s 
parade. Never in my life 
did I think that I would 
be going down the street 
with a marching band that 
was part of the parade.” 


With almost four 
decades worth of teaching 
experience, Newell has 
some valuable tips for 
future educators. 

“Make sure you are 
going into teaching for the 

see NEWELL page 10 


Hampton helps out in Honduras 


It is time to cut out 
pet overpopulation 



Hannah Hampton is shown with some of the children she 
helped in Honduras. Photo provided by Hannah Hampton 


W \ HAPPY 
• TAILS 

'Mk by Mary Kathryn 

wt Landrum 


I always cringe a little 
bit whenever I’m looking 
through Facebook, and I 
see someone posting “Free 
puppies. Come and get 
them. Don’t know breed, 
mom ran off and got 
pregnant and we don’t want 
the puppies. If nobody gets 
them, they’ll be put down 
tomorrow.” 

Yes, this was an actual 
post on the Jasper and 
Jones County Trade and 
Sale Facebook group that I 
saw just the other day. The 
thing is, those puppies’ lives 
would have never been 
threatened if the owner 
had been responsible in the 
first place. 

The solution to this 
rampant issue is to have 
your dog or cat “fixed.” 
Spaying and neutering your 
pets is a proactive step 
toward fixing the extreme 


overpopulation in our 
country. Many people think 
there are negative effects 
to “fixing” their pets, but 
that is simply not true. 

Spaying is the term for 
having females fixed. The 
benefits of spaying include 
many things of which 
people never really think 
of. Spayed females will not 
go through heat cycles, 
meaning males will not be 
attracted; they will have 
a lesser desire to roam, 
so they will stay at home. 
The risk of the animal 
contracting mammary, 
ovarian or uterine cancers 
are extremely reduced, 
especially when the surgery 
is conducted before the 
first heat cycle. 

Neutering is the term for 
having males fixed. Fixed 
males will have the risks 
of spraying or marking 
territories reduced or 
eliminated. They will have 
a lessened desire to roam, 
which means they will 

see PET page 8 


Miranda Espey 

STAFF WRITER 

Hannah Hampton 

recently returned from a 
mission trip to Honduras. 
She was able to go with 
the church she attends, 
First Baptist Church in 
Quitman. 

On Oct. 17, the sports 
medicine major arrived 
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras 
where she took a van to 
Monte Redondo. She and 
her church stayed on site 
at the ministry where they 
volunteered. 

“Forgotten Children 
Ministries is based on a 
farm in Monte Redondo. 
The missionary housing, 
the boys’ home and the 
school are on the farm. 
Recently, the ministry 
has branched out into the 
city, where the girls’ home 
and university home for 
older children are,” said 
Hampton. 

These children have 
more opportunities 

than children living in 
surrounding orphanages. 

“All of the children at 


the ministry came from 
the street and were either 
physically or mentally 
abused,” said Hampton. 
“Every night we would sing 
songs, and one of the songs 
was called ‘Say My Name.’ 
The story behind the song 
is that one of the ministry 
workers was talking a little 
boy and called him by his 
name. The little boy was 
amazed; he had never been 
called his actual name 


by an adult. He asked the 
ministry worker to keep 
saying his name for the 
rest of the night, so the 
song was created.” 

Hampton and 
her church focused 
on developing healthy 
relationships with the 
children and helping 
the people who run 
the ministry. Hampton 
believes relationships are 
a key element in impacting 


people’s lives in the long 
run. 

“I have a little brother, 
well I call him that, in 
the university home. His 
name is Jorge, he is 16, 
and we talk as frequently 
as we can. The university 
home has computers, so 
we are able to email back 
and forth. After getting to 
know him, he told me his 
story and how he ended 
up at the ministry,” said 
Hampton. “His mother 
was a prostitute, so he 
was on the street from the 
start. He was on drugs by 
the time he was five years 
old. He would inhale paint 
thinner fumes to numb 
the hunger pains from not 
eating for days.” 

While on the trip, 
19-year-old Hampton also 
served in food ministries 
by going door to door to 
ask families what they 
needed. 

“Going door to door 
like that, I really got to 
experience first-hand 
what it’s like to be in their 


see HAMPTON page 8 
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Star Wars keeps fans in anticipation 


Billy Loper 

STAFFWRITER 

May 25,1977 and May 19, 
1999; both of these dates 
hold the same significance 
within the sci-fi world. They 
are the release dates of both 
“Star Wars Episode IV: A 
New Hope” and “Episode I: 
The Phantom Menace.” Just 
like these dates, the release 
of “Episode VII” will open 
the gates for a whole new 
generation to experience 
“Star Wars.” 

These would be the first 
films in two trilogies that 
are known as “The Star Wars 
Saga.” “Star Wars Episode 
VII: The Force Awakens” hits 
theatres nationwide on Dec. 
17, and the sci-fi community 
will go through yet another 
major shift. 

The new trilogy, known 
as “the sequel trilogy” by 
the fan base, will have a 


host of familiar faces. Mark 
Hamill (Luke Skywalker), 
Harrison Ford (Han Solo), 
and Carrie Fisher (Princess 
Leia) will all be reprising 
their roles from the original 
three films, alongside alums 
Peter Mayhew, Anthony 
Daniels and Kenny Baker 
as Chewbacca, C3PO and 
R2D2. 

In classic “Star Wars” 
fashion, the new films will 
also be home to a host of 
up-and-coming actors. 
John Boyega and Daisy 
Ridley will play protagonists 
Finn and Rey. Adam Driver 
and Gwendoline Christie 
will play the villainous roles 
of Kylo Ren and Captain 
Phasma. 

These may not be 
household names now, but 
the “Star Wars” franchise 
has always had a gift for 
bringing young stars into 


the spotlight. The next 
Harrison Ford could very 
well be waiting in this list of 
characters, and “The Force 
Awakens” could be their 
door into homes across the 
world. 

These new names 
certainly haven’t scared 
away prospective viewers. 
Pre-release ticket sales 
have already rocketed 
past the previous record 
of pre-release sales of The 
Hunger Games, and the 
film is estimated to pull an 
astonishing $1.75 billion in 
its opening weekend alone. 

Very little information has 
been given about the actual 
plot of the film. Director 
J.J. Abrams has gone to 
great lengths to keep as 
much information secret as 
possible, and most fans will 
be going in blind to any plot 
details. 



With the new movie fast approaching, Star Wars can be seen on everything in stores, 
including this Star Wars 100 defining moments magazine cover. Photo by Hayden West 


Ellie Goulding releases Delirium 


MUSIC 

MATTERS 

by Alexis 

Melendez 

British singer-songwriter 
Ellie Goulding released 
her third studio album, 
“Delirium,” on Nov. 6, 
through Polydor Records. 

The album includes 
Goulding’s international 
hit “Love Me Like You Do,” 
which gained circulating 
publicity from its role in 
the “Fifty Shades of Grey” 
soundtrack. The song 
received nomination for 
Favorite Song of the Year at 
the People’s Choice Awards 


and climbed to the number 
one slot on charts in over 
25 different countries. 

The album as a whole is 
centered around a dance- 
pop, disco accompaniment, 
an unusual departure 
from Goulding’s usual 
low-key electro-pop style. 
“Delirium” is seemingly 
a 1980’s pop-wannabe 
album, much like Taylor 
Swift’s “1989.” 

Goulding plays with the 
signature ’80s synth in the 
background of tracks such 
as “Codes” and “Love Me 
Like You Do.” 


see DELIRIUM page 8 




Album cover of Ellie Goulding’s new album Delirium, photo by 
Alexis Melendez. 


NOLA's Saenger Theatre presents Newsies 


a THEATRE 

THOUGHTS 

by Caroline 

Taylor 

The Saenger Theatre in 
New Orleans will present 
Disney’s “Newsies” on Dec. 
1, 2, 3 and 6 at 7:30 p.m., 
Dec. 4 and 5 at 8 p.m., and 
Dec. 5 and 6 at 2 p.m. 

This production tells the 
story of newspaper delivery 
boy Jack Kelly, who longs to 
live a big life in small town 
Santa Fe. He meets two 
new recruits, Davey and 
Les Jacobs, and decides to 
befriend them as a way to 
sell more papers. 

One day, the “New 
York World” publisher, 
Joseph Pulitzer, decides 
to go up on the price of 
the newspapers, which 
outrages the newsboys. 
Jack quickly puts together 
a protest. After female 


reporter, Katherine 

Plumber, hears the story of 
the newsboy rally and sees 
Jack’s leadership capability, 
she decides this could be 
her chance to become a 
successful reporter, so she 
writes a cover story about 
the protest. Davey says a 
few words encouraging a 
full-blown strike against 
the “New York World.” 

When the strike is 
terminated by abusive 
confrontation from the 
police, Jack blames himself 
for putting the newsies 
into danger. The young 
boys find themselves in 
the next morning’s paper, 
and they begin to get more 
and more enthused about 
the strike. News makes its 
way throughout the city 
to Brooklyn, the Bronx 
and Queens, and newsies 


see NEWSIES page 8 



Disney’s Newsies play poster. Photo by Lucy Caroline Taylor 


Microsoft’s Mojang launches the Minecraft story mode 



Home screen of the Minecraft Pocket Edition for mobile 
gaming. Photo by Cody Courtney 


GAMING 

GURU 

by Carter 

Poister 

For nearly half a decade, 
Minecraft has been 
notorious for its sandbox 
design and addictive 
gameplay, and now it’s 
releasing a new story mode. 

In mid-2009, Markus 
“Notch” Persson, a Swedish 
programmer, and later the 
founder and developer of 
Mojang, released the alpha 
version of the game on PC. 
The game was released 
for Android in Oct. 2011 
and iPhone the following 
November. 

The day after iPhone 
Operating Systems had 
Minecraft, the full game 
was finished and released 
for PC. Finally, Minecraft 


was released to consoles 
two years afterwards. 

Minecraft has won 
numerous awards over the 
years, including the Golden 
Joystick Award of 2012 for 
Best Downloadable game. 
As of June 2015, over 70 
million copies had been 
sold. 

Recently, Mojang has 
released a new story mode 
for their already successful 
game. Minecraft Story 
Mode was designed by 
Telltale Games, the same 
company who developed 
“The Wolf Among Us,” 
“Game of Thrones” and 
“Walking Dead.” Minecraft 
Story Mode has followed 
the pattern of standard 
Telltale Games gameplay 
with quick-time events, 
game-changing decisions 
and the chapter-like 
storyline. 


The story revolves around 
the legend of the Order 
of Stone, four heroes who 
disappeared after defeating 
the Ender-Dragon. In the 
game, players take the role 
of Jessie, a hero/heroine 
with the personality of the 
stereotypical Minecraft 
gamer. Excited about an 
adventure to “Endercon,” a 
fictional convention, Jessie 


takes off with friends and 
pet pig, Reuben. 

The game itself seems 
to be more of a Minecraft- 
themed Telltale game, 
rather than a Minecraft 
game. The game’s focus 
falls less on the freedom 
and room for creativity 
found in Minecraft and 
more on the structure of a 
see MINECRAFT page 8 



December 

Events 


•Vampires Everywhere, 
Consider Me Dead and 
SET TO STUN at The 
Tavern in Hattiesburg on 
Dec. 5. Starts at 8 p.m. 

•The Molly Ringwalds 
at Brewsky’s in 
Hattiesburg on Dec. 11. 
Starts at 10 p.m. 

• Pine Belt Holiday Expo 
and Christmas Market at 
the Hattiesburg Train 
Depot on Dec. 5. From 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

•The Seratones at 
Nick’s Ice House in 
Hattiesburg, MS on Dec. 
9 at 7 p.m. 

•17th Annual Southern 
Lights in Southaven, MS 
from Nov. 26 to Dec. 
31. Opens at sundown. 
Closed Christmas Day. 
Admission: cars $10, 
vans $15, buses $25 and 
motorcycles $5. 

•Chimneyville Crafts 
Festival at the Mississippi 
Trade Mart in Jackson, 
MS from Dec. 3-5. 

•8th Annual Holly Days 


Arts and Crafts Show in 
Vicksburg, MS on Dec. 
8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Admission is $1. 

•Kathy Mattea at the 
MSU Riley Center in 
Meridian, MS. On Dec. 10. 
Pre-show party starts at 
6 p.m. Concert is at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $43 and 
$37. 

•Lucero at Duling Hall 
in Jackson, MS on Dec. 10 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$20 in advance and $25 
at the door. Upcharge of 
$3 for persons under 21. 

•JXN Con at the 
Mississippi Trade Mart 
in Jackson, MS on Dec. 
12 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Admission is $15. Kids 10 
and under get in free. 

•Newsboys at the 
Mississippi Coliseum in 
Jackson, MS on Dec. 12 
from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

•2015 Soulabration at 
the Mississippi Coliseum 
in Jackson, MS on Dec. 26 
at 7 p.m. 


Supergirl airs on CBS 


Joseph Michael Crosby 

STAFFWRITER 


“Supergirl stars Melissa 
Benoist as Kara Zor-El, 
otherwise known on 
Earth as Kara Danvers, 
Superman’s cousin. 
It currently has a 97 
percent rating on Rotten 
Tomatoes, and critics are 
loving this new show on 
CBS. 

The pilot starts off with 
an origin story where 
Kara is sent from Krypton 
before it is destroyed. 
Unexpectedly, the shock 
wave from the planet 
knocks her pod off course, 
sending her into a place 
known as the Phantom 
Zone where time does not 
exist. 

Kara was meant to be 
sent to Earth to protect 
Kal-El, also known as 
Superman. But when 
she got there, Kal had 
already grown up to 
become Superman while 
Kara had remained a 
child, so he sent Kara 
to the town where he 
was raised. Jumping a 
few years ahead, Kara 
has been hiding her 
powers, working at 
CatCo, a national media 
conglomerate, owned by 
media mogul Cat Grant. 
Although Kara stays low 
to avoid enemies, she 
reveals herself to the 
world when she saves her 
sister, thus earning the 
name Supergirl. 



SLEEPY 
HOLLOW 
and BONES 


TV’s newest hero takes 


Supergirl cover photo on 
the latest TV Guide. Photo 
by Lucy Caroline Taylor 


The show is extremely 
interesting and has a 
happier tone than the 
other shows on air today. 
It is a step in the right 
direction, and its quality 
makes this show so 
appealing. Benoist, who 
plays Supergirl, is a ray 
of light and an exemplary 
actress, and the TV 
superhero who stands 
out among all the male 
heroes. 

However, the show 
did feel rushed at first, 
but if given a chance, it 
really pays off. There are 
villains of the week, which 
is no surprise to this 
genre. On the other hand, 
viewers get to experience 
Kryptonian battles, and 
while it is not like the Man 
of Steel confrontations, it 
is still fun to watch. 

see SUPERGIRL page 8 
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The Bobcats start season red hot 



Hanah Lott goes for a layup against Itawamba players. 
Photo by Hayden West 


Tycelin McDonald 

STAFF WRITER 

Basketball season is 
underway, and both the 
men’s and women’s teams 
are dominating the court. 
In the second home game 
for both teams, the Lady 
Bobcats fell short, which 
now makes their record 
2-2. On the other hand, 
the men’s team showed no 
remorse as they dominated 
the court against the 
visiting Itawamba Indians. 

In the women’s game, 
Jones started off quick 
against the undefeated 
Itawamba Indians. Jones 
went on a 6-0 run seven 
minutes into the game 
capped off by a three- 
point shot by Ashailee 
Brailey, making the score 
18-6. Soon after the fast 


start, the Bobcats began 
to lose momentum, and 
the Indians took advantage 
of the Bobcats’ slow pace 
and started to score. The 
Bobcats slowly began to 
pick up momentum again 
with 4:52 left in the second 
quarter, and the score was 
tied at 22-22. Trailing 18-6 
in the first quarter, the 
Lady Indians took a 36-32 
lead at halftime. 

The second half was 

much like the first, with 

both the Bobcats and 

Indians trading baskets 
and dominating the floor 
offensively. The Indians 
still held the lead four 

minutes into the game, but 
the Bobcat’s Hannah Lott 
decreased the lead with a 
three-pointer, which was 
followed by a put-back and 
free throw by Wendion 


Bibbins, making the score 
42-46 with 6:09 left in the 
third quarter. In the last 
minute of the quarter, the 
Bobcats went on a 5-0 run 
with a three-pointer by 
Lott and a fast break lay up 
by Tatyana Lofton, which 
made the score 53-54 with 
the Indians still in the lead. 

After that, both teams 
traded baskets until the 
clock hit zero. Lofton 
contributed significantly 
in the fourth quarter, as 
she scored two three- 
pointers back to back and 
a few put backs as well. 
Unfortunately, the Lady 
Bobcats fell to the Indians 
as the final score was 72-78. 

“We fell short because we 
did not do the little things 
right,” said Aliyah Bell. “We 
have to work hard the 
entire game and never have 


a play off. Right now we are 
lacking chemistry, but that 
is going to come. We are 
going to remain positive, 
focus on our mistakes and 
practice hard.” 

The men’s game started 
off aggressive and fast- 
paced. The Bobcats had 
a hot start, and within 30 
seconds of the first half, 
Bruce Stevens dunked the 
ball into the net and had 
the crowd going wild. The 
Bobcats went on a 7-0 
run and made the score 
11-2 with 16:45 left in the 
first half. The Indians 
struggled to score, as the 
Bobcats played a great 
defense and made it very 
difficult for their opponent. 
Rickey Holden made an 
assist to David Davis, 

see BOBCATS page 8 


Bobcat Spotlight 


Bobcat Spotlight honors JCJC’s best and brightest athletes. These 
students are recognized for excellence in their respective sport. 



How has this past season as 
the quarterback been for you? 


It was great. The student 
section and the environment 
of the game was the best in the 
state. It is a great place to play. 


T had Mill er 



Toriaun Samuels 


What has been one thing 
you have enjoyed about being 
here? 


I would say the campus life. 
It has really shown a lot of love 
to me. When I first came here 
I was kind of skeptical, but 
being around the students and 
the teachers, there is just so 
much love in the atmosphere. 
I think I made one of the best 
choices of my life. 


Student athletes 
should not get paid 


SIDE 

LINES 

by Madison 

Manning 


Should student athletes 
at major universities be 
paid for playing sports? 
This is a question that 
has been asked for many 
years now but has recently 
gained more traction. 

With the National 

College Athlete Association 
becoming more successful, 
student athletes feel 

more entitled to some 
of the profits. There are 
arguments for and against 
both standpoints. The 
athletes, some media 

outlets and fans argue 
for paying athletes while 
others argue against it 
such as the universities 
and opposing media 
outlets. 

I can certainly see 

the athletes’ side of the 
argument. The NCAA and 
the universities make 
millions off of these 
players. They sell jerseys 
and other merchandise 
using the players’ names 
and likeness and they 
also make millions off 
of television deals that 
broadcast games that 
these players are playing 
in. 

It has also been said that 
being a full time student 
athlete is a lot like having 
a full time job. Players have 


to manage class, hours of 
practice and study time. 
It’s definitely not easy 
being a student athlete. 

Although I can see the 
athletes’ arguments, I do 
not necessarily agree with 
it. I do not think student- 
athletes should be paid 
for playing sports because 
they are student athletes, 
not professionals. Most of 
these athletes that claim 
the universities are making 
money off of them are on 
full scholarships. They 
are getting full tuition 
pay, meal plans, and free 
room and board. With 
the high price of tuition 
at big universities, these 
scholarships are not cheap 
at all. 

I also agree that the 
universities are profiting 
from these players. The 
university makes a huge 
investment when they 
offer players scholarships, 
and it doesn’t always 
pay off. Players can get 
hurt, or not perform as 
expected. Players can also 
declare for the NFL draft 
after their junior season. 
The universities take a 
risk with these athletes 
in hopes that they get a 
return on that investment, 
and I don’t see anything 
wrong with that. 

Whether or not you 
agree with it, I don’t think 
student athletes will ever 
be paid. Paying these 

see SIDE LINES page 8 



Hill steps up to the mound 


Alexis Melendez 

STAFF WRITER 

California native Jasmine Hill has 
high hopes for her JCJC softball 
career. 

Hill, a dental hygiene major, had 
no difficulty leaving her home of 
Modesto, Calif, to become a Lady 
Bobcat. 

“My decision to come to Mississippi 
was one of the best of my life. I 
came out here to play the sport I 
love and challenge myself mentally 
and physically. I consider myself an 
outgoing and adventurous person; 
therefore, I loved the fact that I was 
able to leave Cali and explore,” said 
Hill. “I’m becoming independent and 
exploring my options.” 

Hill started playing softball at the 
age of 12. She attributes the origin 
of her love for the game to playing 
tee ball when she was younger. Her 


being in control on the field, leading 
my team and being able to use my 
mental game against the player in the 
box,” said Hill. 

Hill compares her position, as a 
drop ball pitcher, to playing poker. 

“I love the fact that being a softball 
pitcher is basically playing a game of 
poker. You got to have a poker face 
and use your set of cards to their best 
ability,” said Hill. 

Hill’s love for softball only grew from 
her tee ball days. Facing challenges, 
such as acclimating to Mississippi’s 
humid climate compared to the dry 
heat in California, caused Hill to focus 
even more on her already intense 
training. As a freshman, Hill finds 
balancing her time and dedication 
to the game and pursuing a college 
degree to be challenging. 


see HILL page 8 


passion for pitching did not emerge 
until she turned 14. 

“My favorite thing about pitching is 



Jasmine Hill tosses up the softball 
before practice. Photo by Hayden West 


Soccer ends season on high note 


Hayden West 
SPORTS EDITOR 

As the soccer season ends and as 
the men and women’s teams start to 
look towards next year, they should 
feel nothing short of proud of their 
seasons. The men’s team fought 
hard this season, almost losing their 
chance at playoffs until they pulled 
out a win over Copiah Lincoln 3-0, 
which put them at third in the South 
Division. 

The men played in a quarterfinal 
game in the MACJC/Region 23 
tournament against the North’s 
number two team, Northwest 
Mississippi, to be given a spot to play 
in the MACJC/Region tournament. 
Though the men fought hard, the 
Rangers managed to get on the 
scoreboard quickly with three goals. 
The men came back late in the second 


half with two goals only a minute and 
a half a part, but sadly it was too late 
for the Bobcats. The Rangers won 3-1 
and went on to play in the finals. 

“Making it to quarterfinals wasn’t 
easy at all, but I thought we had a lot 
of guts on the team and fought to the 


very last minute in every game,” said 
freshman Jay Simpson. “I thought 
the season went pretty good. We 
struggled at first but came together 
when it counted and played really 


see SOCCER page 8 



Luke Sims kicks the ball from Copiah Lincoln player Chaunn Davidson, and 
Rylee Sullivan dribbles down field against Co-Lin player Victoria Jackson. 
Photos by Brooke Riley 


The Pick Six 


This month we will predict game winners for the 2015 professional football season. Predicting will be Radionian 
staff members Ethan Davis, Morgan Clark, Marianna Lunsford, Hayden West, Cody Courtney, and Christian Miller. 
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SAFETY 


PAGE 7 





The Radioman 

recently provided a 
campus safety survey 
to Cheryl Windham’s 
English classes. Some 
of the questions asked 
included: do you feel 
safe on campus? do you 
think mental health is 
the cause for campus 
shootings? do you think 
teachers/students 
should carry guns on 
campus? 

The following are 
some of the comments 
students left on the 
surveys: 

No one should have 
access to guns. Take 
away the guns, take 
away the gun violence. 

Training is needed for 
everyone in this matter. 
It should be an ongoing 
thing for everyone, not 
just for teachers. 

One teacher per floor 
could have a gun in 
case of emergency. 

In the world we live 
in, it’s better to be safe 
than sorry. Extremely 
cautious preparation is 
not a bad thing. 

I doubt any campus 
is fully prepared to 
handle an intruder. It’s 
not a storm you have 
a warning for; it’s a 
surprise. 

While in class 
teachers lock doors 
when class has started. 

If teachers took a 
course to be able to 
carry guns on campus, 
it would make students 
feel safer. 

Taking away guns 
is not going to fix 
anything. 

I think some teachers 
should have access 
to guns after mental 
and physical health 
evaluations. 

Teachers need to be 
professionally trained 
and allowed to carry 
a handgun in the 
classroom. 

I believe we are 
fairly able to handle 
an intruder; however, 
responsibly armed and 
trained teachers and 
conceal carry certified 
students should be able 
to carry on campus. 
This will increase the 
likelihood of a short 
intruder conflict. 

It is not really a 
mental health issue, 
but a sin issue. 

Some students 
should be certified 
to open carry. If 
something happens 
true enough we have 
campus police, but we 
are in classrooms, and 
if it’s happening fast 
someone needs to be 
ready to act fast. 

Mental health is a 
small factor. People are 
looking for quick and 
short fame. 

I think there should 
be an armed officer in 
every building at all 
times. 

I think our campus 
police are trained 
and ready, but I think 
us students need a 
plan and so do our 
teachers. When I lived 
in California, each 
classroom had an 
emergency phone in 
the room that went 
straight to police or 911. 


Administration works to 
provide safety to campus 



Campus Police Chief Stan Livingston and Vice President of Student Affairs Dr. Samuel Jones 
look over the student handbook, which provides information for students. Photo taken by Lucy 
Caroline Taylor 


Ethan Davis 

OPINIONS EDITOR 

Every day, numerous 
policies, procedures and 
personnel work to protect 
Jones County Junior 
College students from 
threats. 

These systems represent 
a cooperation between 
campus police and the 
administration to ensure 
the safety of all students. 

On Oct. 1, students 
received an email from Vice 
President of Student Affairs 
Dr. Samuel Jones regarding 
the 2015 Annual Campus 
Security and Fire Safety 
Report. This federally 
mandated document 
contains the procedures 
involved in most emergency 
situations. 

Additionally, in order 
to comply with the Clery 
Act, the student handbook 
contains crime statistics. 

Dr. Jones and Chief 
of Campus Police Stan 


Livingston provided some 
insight into the operations 
of campus safety that helps 
keep the crime rates low. 

“Every time I hear of 
an event happening on 
a college campus across 
this country, I’m always 
thinking about how we can 
make our campus safer,” 
said Jones. “In 2016, our 
students are going to see 
a lot of new things that we 
will be implementing. We 
have a system in place, but 
I think it is important that 
we expand that system... 
there’s always room for 
improvement.” 

The administration 
is hoping that these 
upgrades will improve the 
availability of information 
regarding emergencies 
and help strengthen the 
dialogue regarding safety 
procedures on campus. 

Campus police will 
continue to play a vital role 
in the enforcement and 
creation of these policies. 


“On a daily basis, officers 
assist students with 
whatever needs they may 
have. We patrol the entire 
campus for any outside 


threats, as well as student 
disturbances that might 
require assistance. We 
make sure to keep track of 
all weather threats, traffic 


control and any other 
hazards in the campus 
area that might affect our 


see PROVIDES page 8 


Mental health help lacking 


Cody Courtney 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

With public shootings 
and mass murders taking 
place in the United 
States, the one question 
everybody wants to 
know the answer to is 
“why?”. The answer to 
this question; however, 
could lie in the mental 
state of the attackers 
and their psychological 
well-being. 

“I’m not so sure it’s 
the guns. It’s a morality 
issue we are facing,” 
said counselor Rhonda 
McNair. 

Like McNair, 

thousands of people 
have deliberated 


whether the rise in 
gun-related deaths is 
solely contributed to the 
mental health conditions 
of shooters. 

According to 

propublica.org, a surplus 
of $19.5 million was added 
to further ensure mental 
health background 
checks were in place for 
gun buyers. However, 
the supplement does 
not directly aid in the 
treatment or prevention 
of mental health issues. 

“A lot of mental health 
problems are lack 
of resources. People 
have trouble receiving 
resources because of 
lack of insurance, or if 
they do get medicine, 


it is too expensive for 
patients to afford them,” 
said McNair. 

According to “The 
Washington Post,” 

142 school shootings 
(defined as a gun fired 
on campus) have taken 
place since the Newtown 
Massacre at Sandy Hook 
Elementary in 2012. This 
number does not include 
the recent Delta State 
shooting in Mississippi 
that left one professor 
dead. 

McNair said it’s unsure 
if these shootings could 
have been prevented 
from a mental health 
standpoint. 

see mental page 9 



MSU students run for cover during the Maroon Alert Aug. 27. Photo courtesy of MSU 
newspaper, The Reflector. Photo taken by Taylor Bowden, The Reflector 


Students remember day of 
MSU campus shooter alert 


Billy Loper 

STAFF WRITER 

At 10 a.m. on Aug. 27, 
students at Mississippi 
State University found 
themselves fearing for 
their lives. A gun threat 
had been reported on 
campus. 

According to the 
“Clarion Ledger,” earlier 
that day, Fhu-Qui Bill 
Nguya, a freshman 
at MSU, had been 
talking by phone to an 
Army recruiter in the 
Jackson office, and the 
conversation led to 
MSU receiving calls with 
concerns that Nguyen 


would harm himself or 
others. 

Former Jones County 
Junior College students 
Stephen Thomas and 
Joseph Mantooth, who 
are now attending MSU, 
were both shaken up by 
the event. Thomas had 
just arrived on campus 
and Mantooth was 
preparing to commute 
there when the alert was 
sent. 

“I called my parents 
immediately,” said 

Thomas. “I told them I 
loved them both very 
much and that I was okay. 
I was scared; anyone 
would have been.” 


“I had to reread the 
message multiple times 
because it was so hard to 
believe,” said Mantooth. 
“All I could think was 
‘Not our campus. It can’t 
be.’ I immediately started 
checking on all of my 
friends who were on 
campus.” 

When JCJC student 
Emily Davis received 
a text about the alert, 
she immediately grew 
concerned. 

“When my boyfriend 
texted me and told me 
there was a possible 
active shooter on 

see MSU page 9 


Do you think teachers or 
students should carry guns 
on campus? 



Gun control 
opinions vary 


Jacob Blesse 

STAFF WRITER 

In the past decade few 
issues have been debated 
as fiercely and ferociously 
as that of gun control. A 
rash of mass shootings 
across the nation have only 
intensified the discussion. 
Events such as the Sandy 
Hook shooting, the Batman 
movie shooting, and the 
most recent shooting in 
Oregon have politicians 
finally waking up to this 
ever-growing issue. 

The problem among 
politicians from both ends 
of the political spectrum 
is, how do we combat this 
issue? How do we protect 
our schools, our homes 
and our businesses? The 
two proposed solutions 
to end the mass shootings 
are near polar opposites of 
each other. 

Democrats are calling for 
stricter gun control, more 
thorough background 
checks, and even mental 
health screenings. The 


rationale is that it is too easy 
to get a gun in our nation, 
and more legislation would 
prevent criminals and the 
mentally ill from acquiring 
dangerous weapons. 

Historically, Democrats 
have been in favor of 
measures such as the 
1994 Federal Assault 
Weapons Ban and the 
National Instant Criminal 
Background Checks. Many 
modern-day Democrats 
want to take that a step 
farther by bringing back 
an assault weapons ban, 
and expanding background 
checks to private sales. 

Additionally, some 
left wing politicians 
have suggested creating 
a national registry of 
firearms owners and 
mandatory mental 

health screenings before 
purchasing a gun. 

The controversial Gun- 
Free School Zone act has 
received much praise as 
well. Some JCJC students 

see gun control page 8 



Mississippi is an open carry state, meaning many over the 
age of 18 can carry a gun. Photo illustration by Chase Roberts 
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Supergirl 

from page 5 

Overall, the show has 
potential. With a strong 
female lead at the helm, there 
is going to be more fun to be 
had in the future. This show 


Sidelines 

from page 6 

Paying these athletes 
would cost the universities 
and the NCAA too much 
money. They are already 


Hill 

from page 6 

“Playing softball is the 
best thing in my life, but it 
is also hard to play and go 
to college because you find 
yourself tired all the time, 
so you just have to push 


Minecraft 

from page 5 

story that comes with 
Telltale. 

This does not mean that 
Minecraft gamers would not 
enjoy it, as it has plenty of 
inside jokes, allusions and 
game references. It is also 
incredibly family-oriented, 
meaning that the humor and 
game itself is suitable for all 


Stays Up 

from page 4 

things worse because the 
wind was coming through 
the hole, blowing sticky 
notes off my desk and 
giving me the chills. The 
next morning, five ceiling 
tiles were missing in all, and 
the floor was soaked with 
water and soggy tile pieces. 

Life can be a lot like 
that awkward yet comical 
moment when the ceiling 


Hampton 

from page 4 

shoes,” Hampton said. “I 
understand that I take the 
my life and opportunities 
for granted, and most of 
the people in Honduras 
don’t know where their 
next meal is coming from.” 

When she returned to 
Mississippi on Oct. 23, 


is not only entertaining, 
but it also does a great 
job of encouraging female 
empowerment. It is worth 
the watch and is a refreshing 
break among the plethora of 
male superheroes on screen. 

Supergirl airs on CBS on 
Mondays at 8/7 Central time. 


spending a lot of money 
with all of the scholarships. 
The NCAA is not going to 
do anything that is going to 
make them lose money. So 
unless the courts step in, 
student athletes will not be 
getting paid anytime soon. 


through,” said Hill. 

She shared high hopes 
for the Lady Bobcats’ 
upcoming season. 

“I expect a lot for this 
upcoming season. I’m 
super confident in our 
team and excited for the 
season to be here,” said 
Hill. 


ages and all fans of the game. 

Character development 
is somewhat lacking by the 
first episode; but, it makes 
more room for the decisions 
of the player to influence 
growth and change. 

Whether Telltale or 
Minecraft influenced, 
the new story mode is an 
interesting and exciting 
game that adds an innovative 
twist to the universe that 
millions enjoy. 


tile falls on your desk and 
splatters your face. It’s 
a terrible thing to have 
happened, but when 
something so unbelievable 
occurs, there’s really no 
point in getting upset if you 
can’t immediately fix it. 

However, you probably 
shouldn’t let it escalate 
because then four more sad 
and soggy problems might 
fall out of the sky onto your 
desk. Who knows, it might 
make a hilarious story one 
day. 


Hampton’s life and views 
were changed. 

“The mission trip made 
me realize how blessed I 
am in the United States. 
God opened my eyes to 
other people’s needs rather 
than focusing on my own,” 
said Hampton. 

She said she hopes to one 
day travel with her family, 
so they too can experience 
all that she has. 


Soccer 

from page 6 

good soccer. I’m ready to 
get back out there next 
season.” 

The women’s soccer 
team had a season to be 
proud of as well. Finishing 
with a record of 8-2 and 
with an overall record of 


Delirium 

from page 5 

In Goulding’s official 
statement announcing 
the release of the album, 
she makes it clear that 
“Delirium” is a leap from her 
adolescent, fun-filled lyrics 
to a full blown, explicit pop 
album. 


Bobcats 

from page 6 

which made an incredible 
play as Davis scored 
a three-pointer and 
increased the lead to 18-6. 

Soon after that, Davis 
executed a turnover and 
the ball was stolen by the 
Indians. As quick as the ball 
was stolen, Davis hustled 
down the court and 
blocked the shot to make 
up for his mistake. The 


Pet 

from page 4 

be less likely to get 
injured in fights or hit by 
a car. Testicular cancer 
is eliminated, and the 
risk of prostate disease 
is reduced in fixed males. 
Fixed males will be less 
aggressive and will have 
a lower risk of biting or 
fighting. 

Both males and females 
will live longer, healthier 
lives as a direct result of 


Newsies 

from page 5 

across New York City join 
Jack’s strike. Together, 
they work towards a 
common goal to take 
Pulitzer down. 

This musical is based 
on the 1992 Disney 
movie of the same name, 
which in turn was based 
on the New York City 
newsboy strike of 1899. 
“Newsies” was composed 
by Alan Menken with 
lyrics by Jack Feldman 


13-4, the women placed 
second in the South 
Division and managed to 
reach the MACJC/Region 
23 finals. All together the 
lady Bobcats outscored 
their opponents 75 to 
14. That is almost triple 
the number of their 
opponents for the season. 
Thanks to head coach 
Dolores Deasley, the 


“A part of me views this 
as an experiment - to make 
a big pop album. I made a 
conscious decision that I 
wanted it to be on another 
level,” said Goulding in her 
album statement. 

To assure the record’s 
distinct aggressive, electric 
vibe, Goulding recruited 
Swedish producers Carl 
Falk, Peter Svensson and 


block led to the Bobcats 
gaining possession and 
scoring a three-pointer. 
That extended Jones’ lead 
to 40-24 with 6:10 left on 
the clock. 

At halftime, the score was 
48-38 with JCJC winning. 
The Bobcats stayed strong 
in the second half with a 
lead of 61-55 with 11:38 left 
in the game. Both teams 
were consistent, scoring 
and trading baskets back 
and forth for the remainder 


“fixing.” 

You can have your 
animals fixed at 
veterinarian offices such 
as Sawmill Animal Hospital 
or a clinic that offers 
specials such as Southern 
Pines Spay and Neuter 
Clinic. 

Sawmill Animal Hospital 
in Laurel is a regular 
veterinarian clinic where 
it costs $130 - $190 to 
have a dog neutered. They 
charge $75 - $190 to spay 
a dog. Prices for the dogs 


and script by Harvey 
Fierstein. It premiered at 
the Papermill Playhouse 
in Millburn, NJ in 2011 
before making its 
Broadway debut on 
March 29, 2012. 

“Newsies” was 

nominated for 16 national 
awards in 2012 including 
eight Tony awards, six 
Drama Desk awards, one 
Young Artist award and 
one Grammy. It won four 
of these awards including 
Best Choreography and 
Best Original Score 
at the Tony awards 


ladies always manage a 
winning season, and she 
believes it has a lot to do 
with the returning class. 

“Those are the girls that 
will make or break the 
team, and we depend on 
them to lead,” said Deasley. 
“It’s hard to predict the 
season for next year, but 
I feel good about the girls 
we have coming in, and I 


Max Martin. Martin also 
co-wrote and produced 
Adele’s hit single, “Hello.” A 
few tracks from “Delirium” 
have that chart-climbing 
potential that stamps 
Martin’s work. 

“Delirium” marks a period 
of growth in Goulding’s 
musical evolution, although 
she has not peaked. 
Goulding draws attention 


of the game. With 4:28 left 
in the game, the Indians 
began to make a come 
back as the score was 75- 
73. Davis increased the 
Bobcat lead, as he scored 
yet another three-pointer. 
At the end of the game, the 
Bobcats had a lead of 86- 
87. 

Explaining the team’s 
mindset going into 
the game, Christian 
Robinson said, “We took 
losing against Holmes 


is dependent on weight 
and if a female is already 
pregnant. It costs $55 to 
neuter and $100 to spay a 
cat. They are open 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 8 a.m. to noon 
on Saturdays. 

At Southern Pines 
Spay and Neuter Clinic, 
neutering a dog costs $65 
- $80. Spaying a dog costs 
$70 - $85. These prices 
are dependent on weight. 
Neutering a cat is $35 and 
spaying costs $50. Dogs 


and Outstanding 

Choreography and 

Outstanding Music at the 
Drama Desk awards. 

JCJC freshman, 

Samantha Phillips, said 
she enjoyed the upbeat 
music and dancing 
scenes throughout the 
production. 

“Even though I loved 
every minute of it, my 
favorite part was the 
giant dance break at the 
end of ‘Seize the Day.’ It 
made me want to join 
them on the stage,” said 
Phillips. 


hope they will be hungry 
for success.” 

“Hungry for success” 
is a good motto for both 
the teams as they look 
towards next year’s 
season, and hopefully, 
with hard work and 
dedication, both teams 
will get the chance to 
represent JCJC in the 
playoffs again. 


to herself with whistle- 
toned vocals and feel-good 
beats like Selena Gomez 
and Demi Lovato, yet her 
new lyrics touch on The 
Weeknd’s edgy appeal. With 
this show of her innovative 
progress, Goulding will 
continue to make one 
hit after the other and 
eventually find her niche in 
musical entertainment. 


Community College, in our 
own house, as a learning 
experience. We realized 
that our biggest problem 
is staying focused and to 
improve, we have to stay 
focused for 40 minutes 
each night. We try to make 
each other uncomfortable 
during practice so 
during the games we are 
comfortable against our 
opponent.” 

The men’s team record 
improves to 4-1. 


over 70 pounds will incur 
a slight upcharge, and 
all surgeries require the 
animal to have a current 
rabies vaccine. 

The Spay and Neuter 
Clinic often holds events 
where prices are reduced 
or even eliminated. To 
get a full list of events, go 
to their website at www. 
GetEmFixed.com. A full 
list of prices along with 
more information about 
the clinic can be found 
here. 


Kennedy Taylor, a JCJC 
freshman, recommends 
this show to anyone who 
likes to sing and dance. 

“I would definitely 
recommend others to 
see this show. It was 
so much fun to watch. 
After the show was over, 
I found myself having to 
fight the urge to break 
out into song and dance,” 
said Taylor. 

Tickets are available 
for purchase online at 
www.ticketmaster.com, 
and they range in prices 
from $50 to $200. 


Provides 

from page 7 

safety,” said Chief 
Livingston. 

Despite all of these 
precautions, both men 
agree that safety is 
everyone’s responsibility. 
“I believe that if we all 


work together, we will be 
much safer,” said Jones. 

In order to improve 
that safety, Jones 
and Livingston said 
they hope to see a 
more open dialogue 
between students, the 
administration and 

campus police about 
safety. They mentioned a 


possible forum as well as 
urged students to report 
any problems. 

“I believe that students 
are our eyes and ears for 
any crime or situation 
that occurs. If they know 
or believe that something 
just doesn’t seem right, 
call us, and let us check it 
out,” said Livingston. 


As a parting note, each 
man offered a final piece 
of advice. 

Jones stressed that most 
situations are not critical 
and that simple vigilance 
can prevent them. 

“Always be aware of your 
surroundings, and try to 
monitor your personal 
property. If something 


comes up missing, let 
someone know,” he said. 

“We are here to serve 
the public, as well as 
teach the students about 
safety. Whatever the 
situation might be - our 
number is the same: 601- 
477-40 06. We encourage 
our students, faculty and 
staff to put the JC campus 


police phone number 
in their phone,” said 
Livingston. 

Campus safety is a 
priority for both the 
administration and 

campus police, and any 
information or feedback 
students can provide will 
help create a culture of 
security. 


Gun Control 

from page 7 

share the same sentiment. 

Dalton Berry, chemical 
engineering major said, “I 
hunt, but I still think there 
is no reason to have a gun 
on campus, what is the 
need?” 

Republicans, on the 
other hand, argue that 
these measures are 
gross violations of the 
Constitution and a 
person’s right to keep and 
bear arms, and that such 
legislation would only 
restrict the rights of law 


abiding citizens. 

The right will argue that 
the United States’ mass 
shooting epidemic is less 
of a gun problem and more 
of a mental health problem. 
Instead of banning or 
limiting certain types of 
firearms, Republicans 
would focus more on 
mental health research and 
treatment. 

Additionally, Republicans 
also argue that another 
way to reduce the severity 
of mass shootings would 
be by way of actually 
allowing law-abiding 
citizens easier access to 
a firearm. Republicans 


assert that laws such as 
the Gun Free School Zones 
act and the 1994 Assault 
Weapons Ban are not only 
unconstitutional, but also 
make society less safe. 

Engineering major Devin 
Cartwright echoes this: 
“The right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed. What part 
of ‘shall not be infringed’ 
don’t people understand?” 

It seems compromise 
can be found in the way 
of armed guards on 
campuses. Indeed, many 
schools ranging from 
primary education through 
university level already 


employ full time armed 
security guards. 

Many citizens though, 
particularly those on the 
right, have even gone as 
far as to suggest teachers 
should be able to carry in 
classes, assuming they have 
passed proper gun safety 
and handling courses. 

Jones instructor Rick 
Bedwell agrees with 
this idea saying, “It is an 
absolutely wonderful idea. 
Assuming they had the 
proper training, I think it 
would be great.” 

While many will point to 
other countries’ success 
with gun legislation as an 


example of how that same 
legislation could work in 
the U.S., it is important to 
note that these countries 
are very different from the 
United States. Just in terms 
of population, America has 
single states with larger 
populations than some 
of these countries. Thus, 
effective comparisons 
cannot be drawn. 

Even more important is 
the fact that the population 
of the U.S. is the single 
most armed population in 
the world. As of 2014, there 
were 1.2 guns in circulation 
for every man, woman and 
child in America. The next 


highest country on the 
list is Serbia, with just .7 
firearms per capita. These 
simple demographic 
differences mean that 
the success found in the 
gun ban and buyback 
programs that countries 
like the United Kingdom 
and Australia have enacted 
might not work in America. 

With polarizing 

opinions not only in 
Washington D.C. but also 
throughout our nation, it 
is unlikely we will see any 
meaningful changes to 
the country’s gun policy, 
but that doesn’t mean 
some aren’t needed. 
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Safe 

from page 1 

members attending 
college campuses on a 
daily basis. The issues 
that can be analyzed 
are the causes behind 
the epidemic of mass 
shootings and how 
campus officials ensure 
the safety of students. 

When reviewing the 
topic of gun-violence 
and the rise in campus 
shootings, some argue 
that people have too 
much access to guns 
while others contend 
that it is a mental health 
issue. According to an on 
campus survey conducted 
in English classes, 62 
percent of Jones County 
Junior College students 
surveyed do not think 
that people have too 
much access to guns, and 
65 percent believe that 
mental illness is the cause 
for the increase in campus 
shootings. 

Regardless of the reason 
for campus shootings, 
everyone agrees that 
college administrations 
and campus police 
departments should 
be knowledgeable and 
reliable, should an active 
shooter situation occur. 

One-in-four campus 
police departments are 
not prepared to handle an 
active shooter, according 
to a 2013 survey conducted 
by “Campus Safety 
Magazine,” and another 46 
percent say that they are 


understaffed. 

Only 19 percent of 
JCJC students surveyed 
believe that the campus 
is prepared to handle an 
intruder; however, 84 

percent of JCJC students 
surveyed say that they 
feel safe on campus. 

In the survey, students 
were asked if they 
thought teachers or 

students should carry 

guns on campus; 57 
percent said they thought 
that teachers should carry 
guns on campus. 

“When labeling any 

place ‘gun-free,’ you have 
created a ticking time 
bomb,” one JCJC student 
wrote on the anonymous 
survey, which welcomed 
comments. “There is a 
reason most shootings 
occur in areas where guns 
are prohibited.” 

So, what are campuses 
doing to protect and 
educate students? Many 
colleges and universities 
provide free counseling 
and access to annual 
security and safety 
reports. 

Only 29 percent of JCJC 
students surveyed read 
the “Annual JCJC Campus 
Security and Fire Safety 
Report” provided via 
email at the beginning 
of October. This report 
provides information such 
as emergency procedures 
during various situations, 
including bomb threats 
and violent intruders. 

“A reminder every so 
often (especially after a 
violent incident) would 


be helpful, to let students 
know what to do, where 
to go,” commented an 
anonymous student in the 
survey. 

Since the Columbine 
High School shooting, 
access control improved 
in 55 percent of campuses 
according to a study 
conducted by “Campus 
Safety Magazine.” Access 
control is the process of 
preventing intruders from 
entering a campus or 
implementing lock-downs 
and shelter-in-place drills 
to instruct students on 
what to do during an 
intruder situation. 

Emergency drills are 
considered a way to 
improve campus safety 
and demonstrate what 
should be done in the case 
of an intruder; however, 
many colleges do not 
administer drills like some 
K-12 schools. A “Campus 
Safety Magazine” article 
from October 2015 
revealed that only one in 
four U.S. institutions of 
higher education have 
conducted any type of 
active shooter exercise 
on campus. Instead, they 
provide manuals, much 
like places of employment 
do. 

One reason that college 
campuses might not 
conduct drills is because 
they have been shown 
to spark unnecessary 
hysteria. An article by vox. 
com titled, “7 in 10 schools 
now have shooting drills, 
needlessly traumatizing 
huge numbers of children” 


stated that there is no 
evidence that conducting 
shooting drills helps, but 
they have been shown to 
be traumatizing. 

In fact, some schools 
are taking campus safety 
to a new level, using 
training institutes such as 
ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, 
Inform, Counter, 

Evacuate) or holding drills 
where new methods are 
used called Run-Hide- 
Fight (Suburban schools 
instruct teachers, kids 
to fight back against 
shooters, Sept. 18, 2015 
“Chicago Tribune”). 

Although most colleges 
do not offer drills, they are 
taking proactive steps by 
planning safety protocols. 

It has now been 16 
years since the infamous 
Columbine tragedy. 
According to a 2009 study 
conducted by “Campus 
Safety Magazine,” 10 
years after the incident, 
90 percent of K-12 and 
university respondents 
stated that overall their 
campus or district is 
safer now than when 
the Columbine tragedy 
occurred. 

In a later study, reported 
by the magazine Oct. 18, 
2015, it was reported that 
86 percent of American 
higher education 

institutions have an 
emergency operations 
plan, and according to 
businessinsider.com, a 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 
report shows crime has 
steadily decreased in 
schools since 1993. 


Mental 

from page 7 

“The reason why 
someone chooses to take 
another’s life could stem 
from multiple things. 

Every case has 
different scenarios from 
mental illness, bullies, 
unresolved anger issues 
or problems at home,” 
she said. 

In a society where one 
can easily purchase food, 
tires and a gun all in the 
same store, the access to 
weapons for people with 
mental health issues 
is definitely open for 
debate. Nevertheless, 
the most important topic 
that should be brought 
up is mental health in 
general without the 
stigma of mass shootings 
being connected to it. 

“More awareness of 
mental health issues 
should be talked 
about... fighting the 


stigma,” said McNair. 
“We need open and 
honest communication 
where people don’t feel 
ostracized, so they can 
get the help they need.” 

Overall, there are 
no magical powers 
to go back in time 
and stop shootings 
from happening, but 
everybody has the power 
to prevent another 
shooting from taking 
place by contacting 
legislators for mental 
health funding, raising 
awareness for these 
issues and ending the 
stigma surrounding 
mental health, suggested 
McNair. 

“Having a mental 
illness isn’t worse than 
having diabetes. They 
are both important 
and possibly deadly 
illnesses. The only thing 
that separates them is 
the organs where the 
diseases take place,” she 
said. 



Counselor Rhonda McNair looks at material explaining 
mental health behaviors. Photo by Hayden West 


Do you think mental health 
is the cause for campus 
shootings? 



65 % 

Yes 


Veggies 

from page 3 

minerals such as calcium 
and iron, and Vitamins A, C 
and K. 

The nutrients found 
in vegetables simply 
cannot be substituted 


any other way, not even 
with supplements. The 
body processes the actual 
food differently than 
a pill. Over the years, 
a person’s body slowly 
loses proper functioning 
abilities without necessary 
nutrition. Eventually, a 
doctor will tell a person 
with a poor diet that he/ 


she must begin to eat 
healthier. 

Incorporating vegetables 
into a diet is not as hard 
as it may seem. When in 
the cafeteria, opt for an 
extra serving of vegetables 
rather than grabbing a 
dinner roll. At home for 
a snack, eat some raw 
veggies and hummus. 


For dinner, saute some 
vegetables and serve over 
a protein. When making a 
smoothie, throw a handful 
of spinach in the mix; you 
won’t even taste it. 

In truth, when you are 
ready to change your 
lifestyle, you will do 
everything it takes to reach 
your goal. 


Clinton 

from page 3 

from a Russian diplomat, 
just after Hillary Clinton’s 
State Department 

transferred 20 percent 
of U.S. uranium supplies 
to Russia. Again, that 
could be chalked up to an 
unfortunate coincidence. 

The real smoking gun 
for Clinton seems to 
be the media dubbed, 
“emailgate.” Essentially, 
she kept a secret, private 
and unencrypted server 
for her emails. This 
allowed her to hide public 
emails. More importantly 
however, were the types 
of emails she received. 

Being Secretary of 
State meant that she had 
access to high levels of 
classified information 
on everything from spy 
satellites to drone strikes. 
Even more concerning 
was the lack of security 
on said server. Not only 
did many who lacked 
proper credentials 

have access to this 


information, but also lack 
of proper encryption 
methods left the server 
vulnerable to cyber 
attacks from Russian and 
Chinese hackers. The 
ramifications of this lack 
of oversight has possibly 
put U.S. interests at risk. 

Despite these 

allegations, Clinton 
makes a questionable 
Democratic candidate. 
Her interventionist 
foreign policy, isolationist 
immigration policy, and 
eagerness to continue 
the war on drugs pushes 
her more closely to the 
Republican side of the 
political spectrum than 
the Democratic side. 

Ultimately, the 

scandals prove that 
honesty is not Hillary 
Clinton’s strong suit, and 
her policies prove that 
consistency is not either. 
This is a woman who has 
proven herself incapable 
of managing a simple 
email account, so should 
we really trust her with 
managing the United 
States? 


MSU 

from page 7 


campus, I almost 
panicked,” said Davis. “I 
was also worried about my 
friends who were having 
class in the building 
that the shooter was 
supposedly in. I was so 
relieved when everything 
turned out okay; I felt like 
I had been holding my 
breath for hours.” 

There were never any 
firearms on campus, but 
since no one knew that at 
the time, everyone took 
precautions to be safe, 
barricading themselves 
in classrooms or fleeing 
to safety. When facing 
the unknown, these 
events often cause fear, 
and it especially did for 
Sonya Dykes, director of 
Campus Life at Jones, who 
has several of her former 
Student Government 


students attending MSU. 

“It terrified me,” she said. 
“A lot of our sophomores 
had graduated and were 
juniors at MSU. I knew 
they had boyfriends and 
girlfriends here at Jones, 
including my daughter, 
and that the students 
still here would face 
serious loss if something 
horrible happened. I sent 
out a text to former SGA 
members at State, and, 
one by one, they started 
to respond and let me 
know they were okay.” 

Though these 

situations are emotionally 
charged, students should 
remember not to panic. 
Colleges and universities 
have procedures in 
place to reduce danger, 
including providing 
student handbooks 
with school policies and 
instructions in emergency 
situations that can help 
make everyone safer. 


Seinfeld 

from page 3 

some boundary? For 
instance, you couldn’t 
break up with someone 
over the phone if you 
had been on more than 
three dates, and all sorts 
of other things applied, 
such as whether or not 
you had kissed and who 
bought the food. 

This is funny because 
it’s true. There are rules 
of courtesy you should 
follow, simply because 
they make the situation 
easier for everyone to 
handle. A few of them are 
listed below. 

Do not simply stop 
communicating; take the 
time to formally end the 
relationship. 

Do not break up with 
someone over text if you 
have been on three or 


more dates. Actually, if 
you have any self-respect, 
do not do this at all. 

Do not go on a date to 
break up with someone. 
They will expect a kiss 
at the end of the night, 
but you will only offer 
disappointment. 

Do not mention any 
physical factors during 
a breakup. If you do, 
you only cause the 
other person unneeded 
distress. 

Finally, never break up 
with a person over email. 
Emails are for business, 
not relationships. It would 
be more appropriate to 
get divorced over text 
than break up over email. 

And remember that if 
you can learn anything 
about how to respectfully 
terminate a contract with 
another human, it’s not a 
loss. 

Good luck out there! 


Animal 

from page 3 

wide cage as it simply lies 
down in defeat, ignoring 
the scores of gawking 
children throwing food at 
it. 

Anyone who has attended 
any type of fair or carnival 
has seen displays where 
attendees pay extra money 
to go behind a curtain to 
see “The Amazing Snake 
Woman” or “The World’s 
Tiniest Man.” Sometimes 
these attractions are fake, 
and sometimes they are 


real people with mutations 
advertised under the title 
freaks. Such attractions 
are interesting and fine to 
see because these people 
have given their consent to 
be the center of attention. 

Animals with mutations, 
however, are not 
something to put on display 
in a tiny cage for people’s 
amusement. A goat with a 
fifth leg hanging out of its 
stomach, a two-headed 
turtle and cats with extra 
toes or entire paws are 
frequent victims. 

In some of these cases, 
such as the cats with extra 


toes and the two-headed 
turtle, nothing can be done 
for them to live a healthier 
life, but the goat and cats 
with entire extra paws 
should have had corrective 
surgery to ensure that the 
extra limbs do not contract 
infection or get caught in 
the extremely small cages 
in which these animals are 
kept. 

“I watched a goat with an 
extra legturn in circles over 
and over again,” said JCJC 
sophomore Benji Carney. 
“It just wanted to move 
around, and it couldn’t 
do that. Its extra leg was 


constantly dragging across 
the cage wall and had 
formed calluses from all 
the rubbing.” 

Carnivals and fairs 
nationwide are known 
for giving out live animals 
such as goldfish, baby 
rabbits and iguanas, in 
some states, as prizes. 
What most people do not 
realize when they decide to 
play the games with such 
prizes is that they will not 
know how to care for these 
living creatures. Iguanas 
and rabbits require an 
immense amount of care, 
and when these animals 


are given out to people, 
they rarely come with an 
instruction manual. 

Most of these 
animals will suffer from 
malnutrition, while others 
will possibly be thrown 
out into the wild without 
any knowledge of how to 
survive because they were 
born in captivity. 

Even worse, I watched 
people win the games 
that gave out goldfish, 
and multiple times, they 
climbed aboard the ferris 
wheel and threw the bags 
with the goldfish straight 
to the ground where the 


bags exploded, leaving the 
fish dead or suffering. 

When most people hear 
the phrase “animal cruelty,” 
they instantly relate it 
to PETA’s extremism 
and think nothing more 
about it. However, animal 
cruelty is a real thing, 
and people can start to 
make a stand against it by 
signing petitions, writing 
letters to state officials, 
not attending such events 
or asking city officials to 
require ordinances that 
restrict animals as prizes 
or attractions at carnivals 
or fairs. 
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Bobcat Dash Trial Run 2015 


Students from JCJC’s men 
and women’s soccer teams 
and the Student Government 
Association participated in the 
Bobcat Dash trial run, held the 
week before Thanksgiving. 

“It was our trial run getting 
ready in the spring,” said Sonya 
Dykes, SGA advisor. “I sent 
them evaluations to give me 
an idea of what to change and 
what they liked.” 

Top photo, the group before 
they began the dash. 

Middle left photo, Gabby Joyce 
is all smiles even after going 
through a muddy part of the 
course. 

Middle right photo, the group 
had to run over large obstacles 
such as dirt mounds. 

Bottom left photo, Chuck 
Funderburk pulls a tire behind 
him during part of the dash. 
Bottom right, Sabrinna 
Sagers climbs over a wooden 
obstacle created by the JCJC 
Commercial and Residential 
Maintenance class for the 
course. 

Bottom photo, parts of the 
course had water and mud, 
leaving students sinking ankle 
deep. 

Photos by Sonya Dykes 


Crowned 

from page 1 

back and do it again!” 
said Pacific. 

At the end of the night, 
the top ten were Katie 
Files, Kaitlin Sellers, 
Kayte Avera, Molly 
McCool, LeAnn Yates, 
Gabrielle McKinley, 
Lexus Watson, Rebecca 
Cargile, Erin Miller 
and Savannah Walters. 
Rebecca Cargile received 
the Essay Contest 


award, Maddie Freeman 
received the award for 
Audience Choice and 
Lydia Myers received the 
contestant-voted Miss 
Congeniality award. 

After passing along her 
crown, Jaclyn Creel, JCJC 
Most Beautiful 2014, was 
relieved to be on the 
less stressful end of her 
reign. 

“It is very bittersweet, 
but being on this side, 
not actually competing, 
feels so much better,” 
said Creel. 


Art 

from page 2 

conclusions.” 

Lydia Hinton, a JCJC 
freshman, has looked 
at Brown’s work in the 
gallery. 

“Some of the pictures 
remind me of Dali,” she 
said. “They are smooth, 
but also very rough with 
texture. They really jump 


out at you but also draw 
you in. They seem to have 
deeper meaning. The 
others are very lively and 
colorful. The contrast in 
color is very aesthetically 
pleasing.” 

The gallery is open free 
to the public Monday 
through Thursday from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Fridays 
from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to 
view the exhibit. 


Newell 

from page 4 

right reasons,” said 
Newell. “It’s great if 
you love kids, but that 
isn’t always enough. 
Be excited about your 
subject, regardless of 
what it is; enthusiasm 
is contagious and really 
helps the students.” 

Although Newell will 
be greatly missed by 


faculty and students 
alike, she does not leave 
on a sad note. 

“The family here at 
Jones has been so caring 
and supportive. They’ve 
helped me through 
some dark times in my 
life, and I really will miss 
this.” 

Newell will retire at 
the end of 2016’s Spring 
semester, and she plans 
to spend her days in 
quiet relaxation. 


Join our Facebook page by 
searching for Bobcat Press! 
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